
Indiana and later the Indiana 

Ballet Company.   

     Ms. Yakovlevaôs classical 

repertoire includes Sleeping 

Beauty, Giselle, Don Quixote, 

Paquita, The Nutcracker,       

Chopiniana, and La Esmeralda.  

Her contemporary dance       

performance experience includes 

selections from Spartacus 

(choreography by Jacobsen); 

Vivaldiôs Duet for Violin and 

Orchestra for Choreographer 

Indra Reinholde, Riga, Latvia; 

Floating & Walking for          

MadeInDance Company, Seoul, 

Korea; and leading roles in many 

productions for Gregory Hancock 

Dance Theater, including Itôs all 

Greek to Me, Dracula, and The 

Hunchback of Notre Dame.  In 

2007 she danced feature roles in 

the Indiana Ballet Companyôs On 

Earth We Stand and Love and 

Gravity (choreography by  

Nicholas Owens)  

 ...continued page 2. 

Alyona Yakovleva:  

A Note from Russ:  

Ballet to Business 

Développé 

     Ms. Yakovleva began her     

training at the Academy of Ballet 

in Novosibirsk and continued to 

St. Petersburg State University in 

Russia, graduating in 1999 with a 

degree certi fying her in         

Professional Ballet Dance     

Performance; Choreography; and 

Ballet, Character, and Historical 

Dance Instruction. She was 

named Grand Ballerina of the 

Russian Conference for Young 

Scientists and Specialists in 

1999.   

     As a Professor of Performance 

Arts at Dong Dukôs Womenôs 

University in Seoul, Korea, Ms. 

Yakovleva performed, taught, 

and choreographed for  renowned 

organizations as Universal Ballet 

Company, Chong-Dong Theatre 

and MadeInDance Company.    

In 2001, Ms. Yakovleva began 

teaching for the Clara R. Noyes 

Academy of Ballet Internation-

ale, where she was an instructor 

of Ballet, Pointe, Variations, 

Character and Historical Dance 

for four years.  In 2005, with her 

husband, Sgt. Russ Smith, (ret.), 

Ms. Yakovleva formed the    

Russian Ballet Academy of   

and new families 

     The new year is also full of 

ñmore;ò more students, more 

information in our new Family 

Handbook, more Nutcracker 

performances (two separate  

productions, more performances 

in possibly four locations!).  It 

is very exciting and wonderful 

for our children to have many    

opportunities. 

     We are living up to our    

mission.....continued page 3.  

   It is time for a new school year, 

and of course, with it comes new 

challenges and new opportuni-

ties. This fall we have added 

classes at Bandy Performance Art 

Center in Greenwood and an 

expanded class schedule at 

Champion All-Stars in Fishers.  

We have combined classes and 

reassigned instructors to be able 

to deliver a more focused level of 

training for everyone. We     

welcome all our new instructors 

We wish to thank the parents, families, and friends of RBAI and IBC.  Please come together as a city 

and community and support these people who devote their time and energy to us. See how  you 

can help support Indianapolisõ only professional ballet company  on page 4 and page 5                                                   

The newsletter for Friends of   
The Russian Ballet Academy 

 of Indiana and  
The Indiana Ballet Company. 

 

òThe children are the inspiration for every decision, 

thought, and process we make for RBAI.ó 

2007 -2008 Season  
 

The Phantom  of the Opera  

October 26 & 27, 2007  
7:00 p.m.  

Madam Walker Theatre  
617 Indiana Avenue  

Downtown Indy  
~~  

The Nutcracker  

December 7 & 8, 2007  
A Russian Holiday Tradition  

Featuring the  
Russian Ballet Academy  

of Indiana  
Madam Walker Theatre  

~~  

From Shakespeare   

With Love  
February 15 & 16, 2008  

7:00 p. m.  
Madam Walker Theatre  

617 Indiana Avenue  
Downtown Indy  

~~  

La Bayadere Grand Pas  

And Harlequinade  
Featuring the  

Russian Ballet Academy  
of Indiana  

May 3, 2008  
(See website for  

more details)  

Roman Nikiforov and Abigail Matthews, Photo by Laura Breece 

Yakovleva in Vaganova Training, age 9 
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