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YAGP News: Congrats Team RBAI!    
 
 

 Congratulations TEAM RBAI on your outstanding achievements at YAGP 2008!  

 

"The Youth America G rand Prix  (YAGP) is the only student ballet 

competition in America which awards scholarships to the leading dance 

schools in the U.S. and abroad. The competition is held annually in New 

York City and is open to dance students of all nationalities 9 -19 yea rs old.  

 

Launched in the year 2000 by two former dancers of the world - renowned 

Bolshoi Ballet, Larissa and Gennadi Saveliev, YAGP was created to provide 

extraordinary educational and professional opportunities for young student 

dancers, acting as a steppin g stone to a professional dance career. It aims 

to fulfill its mission by offering educational opportunities for young dance 

students; an opportunity to win contracts to international ballet companies, 

including American Ballet Theatre Studio Company; scho larships to the 

leading dance schools in America and abroad; invaluable professional 

exposure before world - renowned dance professionals; performance 

opportunities at some of New York's most prestigious theaters; as well as 

dance festivals around the world and workshops with the renowned master 

teachers and judges of the competition." ( www.yagp.org )  

 

RBAI had the opportunity to prepare five dancers to compete at the Youth 

America Grand Prix Regional Semi -Final s in Philipelphia this year: Hailey 

Agran, Senior Division; Hyesun Park and Beatrice Rowlands, Junior 

Division; and Emily Bain and Ashley McNally, Pre -Competitive Division. Hyesun Park placed in the Top 12 for 

 

http://www.yagp.org/


both the Junior Classical and Junior Contempor y divisons. Each of RBAI's competitors were invited to 

participate in the week - long YAGP Intensive, which is an honor given to only a hand -selected number of 

students. Attending the Intensive this year will be Hailey Agran and Beatrice Rowlands.  

 
 

Courtney Messer, one of RBAI's Level 6 students, has been given the opportunity to represent our school at 

the Finals in New York in April. Academy Director Terri Messer and chaperone/parent Kim Motter 

accompanied Ms. Alyona and our five students to the regional competition where Larissa Saveliev, former 

Bolshoi Ballet member and co - founder of the prestigious international dance competition, wondered why 

Courtney fa iled to register with the group from RBAI. Courtney's performances in the two previous years 

had earned the notice of the founder of the event and she sought out Mrs. Messer for an answer. When she 

learned that Courtney could not attend with her fellow aca demy students because she was spending a final 

week with her father in Georgia before he deployed to Iraq, Ms. Saveliev not only invited her to come to 

New York for the finals in April but also suggested that the event be simulcast to where her Dad, Sgt. J ay H. 

Messer, Jr. of the 76th Brigade, 163rd Field Artillery Unit, is now stationed. YAGP officials are currently 

working with the national media to try to accomplish this great feat.  

 

We want to wish Courtney good luck! And to all five students 

who compe ted: Ladies, you represented the school, your 

teachers, and yourselves with grace and beauty, all the while 

projecting your most professional demeanor. We are all so 

proud of each of you, the great job you did, and the dedication 

and commitment you have sh own to this art and your school. 

We love you!  

 

 

 

Registration 2008 -2009    
 
 

 Currently, RBAI operates on a three -semester system. Fall Semester and Spring Semester each consist of 

19 weeks of classes, including a one -week recess, a period of rehe arsals, and a closing performance. 

Summer Semester consists of Summer Session classes, Summer Day Camps, Summer Intensive, and 

Summer Intensive for Young Dancers.  

 

We will follow the same semester structure next year. However, we are changing the enrollmen t procedure. 

Our goals are:  

 To keep the same class schedule for Fall and Spring Semester, for less change and more 

predictability  

 To incorporate Summer Semester into registration, to allow families more advance planning time  

 To deliver the rehearsal sche dule for our Fall Performance and our Spring Concert  

 To publish a list of known and anticipated fairs, festivals, and other community performances, and 

their rehearsal schedules, so that interested students may sign up for specific events and so that 

repe rtoire may be set for the year  

 To identify students interested in private lessons, so that a comprehensive schedule can begin at the 
start of Fall Semester  

In order to meet these goals, students will receive a registration packet during April with next ye ar's class 

schedule, summer programming information, school performance rehearsal information, a list of upcoming 

community performances, information about private lessons, and more. We will also be offering a monthly 

payment plan. We hope that families wi ll benefit greatly from these administrative improvements.  

 


